
Thyatira 

Thyateira (also Thyatira; Ancient Greek: Θυάτειρα) was the name of an ancient Greek city in Asia Minor, 
now the modern Turkish city of Akhisar ("white castle"), Manisa Province. The name is probably Lydian. It 
lies in the far west of Turkey, south of Istanbul and almost due east of Athens. It is about 50 miles (80 km) 
from the Aegean Sea.  
History 
It was an ancient Greek city called Pelopia (Ancient Greek: Πελόπεια) and Semiramis (Ancient Greek: 
Σεμίραμις),[1] before it was renamed to Thyateira (Θυάτειρα), during the Hellenistic era in 290 BC, by the 
King Seleucus I Nicator. He was at war with Lysimachus when he learned that his wife had given birth to a 
daughter. According to Stephanus of Byzantium, he called this city "Thuateira" from Greek θυγάτηρ, 
θυγατέρα (thugatēr, thugatera), meaning "daughter", although it is likely that it is an older, Lydian name.[2][3] 
In classical times, Thyatira stood on the border between Lydia and Mysia. During the Roman era, (1st century 
AD), it was famous for its dyeing facilities and was a center of the purple cloth trade.[4] Among the ancient 
ruins of the city, inscriptions have been found relating to the guild of dyers in the city. Indeed, more guilds 
συντεχνία suntechuia (syndicate) are known in Thyatira than any other contemporary city in the Roman 
province of Asia (inscriptions mention the following: wool-workers, linen-workers, makers of outer 
garments, dyers, leather-workers, tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths).[5]  
In early Christian times, Thyateira was home to a significant Christian church, mentioned as one of the seven 
Churches of the Book of Revelation in the Book of Revelation.[6] According to Revelation, a woman named 
Jezebel (who called herself a prophetess) taught and seduced the Christians of Thyateira to commit sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.[7] However, some commentators such as Benson and 
Doddridge have concluded that what is being here practised in Thyatira is the same apostasy promoted in 
Israel by Jezebel as mentioned in the Books of Kings and that use of her name here is a direct reference to 
such. Indeed, as Doddridge notes, "the resemblance appears so great" that, in his view, it is the "same heresy 
which is represented".[8]  
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Thyatira was a wealthy town in the northern part of Lydia of the Roman province of Asia, on the river 

Lycus. It stood so near to the borders of Mysia, that some of the early writers have regarded it as belonging 
to that country. Its early history is not well known, for until it was refounded by Seleucus Nicator (301-281 
B.C.) it was a small, insignificant town. It stood on none of the Greek trade routes, but upon the lesser road 
between Pergamos and Sardis, and derived its wealth from the Lycus valley in which it rapidly became a 
commercial center, but never a metropolis. 
… 
Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely organized there than 
in any other ancient city. 
… 
The population of 20,000 is largely Greek and Armenian, yet a few Jews live among them. Before the town is 
a large marsh, fever-laden, and especially unhealthful in the summer time, formed by the Lycus, which the 
Turks now call Geurdeuk Chai. The chief modern industry is rug-making. 
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