LESsON 6 *January 29-February 4
(page 44 of Standard Edition)

Jesus, the Faithtul Priest

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Heb. 5:1-10; Gen. 14:18—
20; 1 Pet. 2:9; Heb. 7:1-3; Heb. 7:11-16, 22, 26.

Memory Text: “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than
the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26, NKJV).

problem was compounded because sin also implied the cor-

ruption of our nature. God is holy, and sin cannot exist in His
presence; so, our own corrupted nature separated us from God, just as
two magnets in the wrong orientation repel each other. In addition, our
corrupted nature made it impossible for human beings to obey God’s
law. Sin also involves misunderstanding. Human beings lost sight
of the love and mercy of God and came to see Him as wrathful and
demanding.

This week, we are going to study the amazing things the Father and
the Son did to bridge that gulf. Hebrews 5—7 provides a careful analysis
of Jesus’ priesthood. The author analyzes its origin and purpose (Heb.
5:1-10) and then exhorts readers not to disregard it (Heb. 5:11-6:8) but
rather to hold fast to the assurance of hope it provides (Heb. 6.9-20).
He also explains the characteristics of Jesus’ priesthood (Heb. 7:1—10)
and its implications for God’s relationship to believers (Heb. 7:11-28).
This week we will focus specifically on Hebrews 5:1-10 and Hebrews
7:1-28.

The gulf that existed between God and us was caused by sin. The

* Study this weeks lesson to prepare for Sabbath, February 5.
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A Priest on Behalf of Human Beings

Read Hebrews 5:1-10. What is the role of the priesthood and, accord-
ing to this passage, how does Jesus fulfill that role?

The basic purpose of the Levitical priesthood was to mediate between
sinful people and God. Priests were appointed by God in order to minis-
ter in behalf of human beings; therefore, they needed to be merciful and
understanding of human weaknesses.

In Hebrews 5:5-10, Paul shows that Jesus perfectly fulfills those
purposes: God appointed Him (Heb. 5:5, 6), and Jesus understands us
because He also has suffered (Heb. 5:7, 8).

There are some important differences, however. Jesus was not “cho-
sen from among men” (Heb. 5:1, ESV). Instead, Jesus adopted human
nature in order, among other things, to serve as a priest in our behalf.
Jesus did not offer sacrifices for His own sins (Heb. 5:3), but only for
our sins, because He was sinless (Heb. 4:15, Heb. 7:26-28).

Hebrews says that Jesus prayed “to Him who was able to save Him
from death, and was heard” (Heb. 5:7, NKJV). Hebrews was referring to
the second death, from which God saved Jesus when He resurrected Him
(Heb. 13:20). Hebrews also says that Jesus “learned obedience through
what he suffered” (Heb. 5:8, ESV). Obedience was new to Jesus, not
because He was disobedient but because He was God. As Sovereign over
the universe, Jesus did not obey anyone; instead, everyone obeyed Him.

Jesus’ sufferings and death on the cross are an essential part of His
priestly ministry. Sufferings did not perfect Jesus in the sense that He
improved morally or ethically. Sufferings did not make Him merciful.
To the contrary, Jesus came to this earth because He always was merci-
ful, which is why He had compassion on us (Heb. 2:17). What Hebrews
means is that it was through sufferings that the reality of Jesus’ broth-
erly love, the authenticity of His human nature, and the depth of His
submission as Representative of humanity to the will of the Father
were truly expressed and revealed. He was “perfected” in the sense that
His sufferings qualified Him to be our High Priest. It was His life of
perfect obedience, and then His death on the cross, that constitute the
sacrificial offering that Jesus presented before the Father as our Priest.

First Peter 2:9 says that we are “a royal priesthood.” What does
Jesus’ life tell you that your relationship with other human
beings should be because we are in this sacred role?
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According to the Order of Melchizedek

Read Genesis 14:18-20 and Hebrews 7:1-3. Who was Melchizedek,
and how did he prefigure Jesus?

Melchizedek was both a king and a priest. He also was superior to
Abraham, since Abraham paid him tithe. Likewise, Jesus is King and
Priest (Heb. 1:3); unlike Melchizedek, however, Jesus was sinless (Heb.
7:26-28).

Hebrews 7:15 explains that Jesus was Priest “in the likeness of
Melchizedek” (NKJV). This is what the earlier expression in Hebrews,
“according to the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 5:6, NKJV), means.
Jesus was not a successor of Melchizedek, but His priesthood was
similar to his.

For instance, Paul says that Melchizedek was without father,
mother, genealogy, birth, and death. Some have suggested that
Melchizedek was an incarnation of Jesus in the time of Abraham.
But this thought does not fit the argument of Hebrews. Melchizedek
“resembles” Jesus (see ESV), which implies that he was different
from Jesus (Heb. 7:3).

It also has been suggested that Melchizedek was a heavenly being,
but this would destroy the argument of Hebrews. If Melchizedek were
without father, mother, beginning, or end, he would be God Himself.
This poses a problem. Melchizedek’s heavenly, fully divine priesthood
would have preceded the ministry of Jesus. If this were the case, as
Hebrews says, “what further need would there have been for another
priest to arise” (Heb. 7:11, ESV)?

Instead, Hebrews uses the silence of Scripture regarding Melchizedek’s
birth, death, and genealogy to build a typology, a symbol, for Jesus’
priestly ministry (Gen. 14:18-20) and reveals that Jesus Himself was
eternal. In short, Melchizedek was a Canaanite king-priest who served
as a type of Christ.

“It was Christ that spoke through Melchizedek, the priest of the most
high God. Melchizedek was not Christ, but he was the voice of God in
the world, the representative of the Father. And all through the genera-
tions of the past, Christ has spoken; Christ has led His people, and has
been the light of the world.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book
1, p. 4009.

What does the revelation about Melchizedek teach us about how

God works among those who have never had human missionaries
preach to them?
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An Effective Priest

“Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what further need was there that
another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and
not be called according to the order of Aaron?” (Heb. 7:11, NKJV).

Priests are mediators between God and human beings. Hebrews says,
however, that Levitical priests could not provide complete, confident
access to God because they could not provide perfection (Heb. 7:11,
18, 19). After all, they themselves weren’t perfect; so, how could they
somehow bestow perfection upon others?

Nor could the animal sacrifices cleanse the conscience of the sinner.
Their purpose was to point forward to the ministry of Jesus and His
sacrifice, which alone would provide true cleansing from sin (Heb.
9:14; Heb. 10:1-3, 10-14). The function of the Levitical priests and
their sacrifices was temporary and illustrative. Through their ministry,
God wanted to lead the people to put their faith in the future ministry
of Jesus, “ ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” ”
(John 1:29, NKJV).

Read Hebrews 7:11-16. Why was there a need to change the law?

Hebrews 7:12 explains that the change of priesthood made a change in
the law necessary. Why? Because there was a very strict law that prohib-
ited a person who was not of the line of Levi through Aaron from serving
as a priest (Num. 3:10; Num. 16:39, 40). Hebrews 7:13, 14 explains that
Jesus was from the line of Judah, and so this law prohibited Him from
being a Levitical priest. So, Paul argues that the appointment of Jesus as
Priest meant God has changed the law of the priesthood.

Jesus’ coming also implied a change in the law of sacrifices. Sinners
were required to bring different kinds of sacrifices to obtain atonement
(Leviticus 1-7), but now that Jesus has come and offered a perfect sac-
rifice, the law of animal sacrifices also has been put aside (Heb. 10:17,
18) as a result of the new covenant and the fuller revelation of the plan
of salvation.

Think about the endless number of animal sacrifices offered
through antiquity, all pointing to Jesus, and yet not one of
them—or all of them—could truly pay for our sins. Why could
only the death of Jesus pay for them?
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An Eternal Priest

Read Hebrews 7:16. On what basis did Jesus become priest?

Jesus received the priesthood on the basis of an indestructible
life and because He holds an eternal ministry. The implication of
these facts is astounding. It means that Jesus’ ministry will never be
surpassed or outclassed. Jesus saves completely, eternally, “to the
uttermost” (Heb. 7:25). The salvation that Jesus provides is total and
final. It reaches the innermost aspects of human nature (Heb. 4.12,
Heb. 9:14, Heb. 10:1-4). Jesus’ intercession before God involves all
the benefits granted under the new covenant.

It includes much more than the forgiveness of sins, too. It implies
putting the law in our hearts, making us new people in Him, and lead-
ing us to the dissemination of the gospel to the world (Heb. 8:10-12).
As one with God and with human beings, He represents us before the
Father. As One who offered His life as a sacrifice, Jesus has unwavering
favor before God.

Read Hebrews 7:22. What is Jesus in relation to the new covenant?

Jesus is the surety of the new covenant because God swore an oath
that Jesus would be a priest “forever” (Heb. 7:21). It is very easy to fail
to understand the importance of this oath. Paul already had referred
to the oaths God made to the desert generation and to Abraham (Heb.
3:7—11, Heb. 6:13—15). The difference between those oaths and the
oath that God has sworn to the Son is that those oaths were made to
mortal human beings. Oaths stay in force as long as the beneficiaries
are alive. God’s oaths to the desert generation and to Abraham were
binding as long as there was a desert generation and there were descen-
dants of Abraham (see Gal. 3:29).

In the case of the Son, however, whose life is “indestructible,” the
oath God made to Him will be binding forever. A person who stood in
surety or guarantee of another was liable to the same penalties as the
person for whom he stood in surety, including death. Yet, the Father
established Jesus as a guarantee to us that He will not default on His
promises. That’s how certain we can be of the salvation that we have
been given in Jesus.
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A Sinless Priest

Read Hebrews 7:26. What are the five characteristics of Jesus in this

passage?

Jesus was “holy.” This means that Jesus was without fault in relation-
ship to God (Heb. 2:18; Heb. 4:15; Heb. 5:7, 8). The Old Greek transla-
tion of the Old Testament used the same Greek term to designate those
who maintain their covenant relationship with God and with others.

Jesus was “undefiled.” He remained pure and untouched by evil,
despite being tempted in “all points” (Heb. 4:15, Heb. 2:18). Jesus’
perfect sinlessness is important for His priesthood. The old covenant
stipulated that sacrificial victims had to be “without blemish” to be
acceptable to God (Lev. 1:3, 10, etc.). Jesus’ perfect obedience during
His earthly life made it possible for Him to offer Himself as an accept-
able sacrifice to God (Heb. 9:14).

Jesus was “separated from sinners” when He ascended to heaven. The
Greek verb tense suggests that this is a present state for Jesus, which
began at a specific point in time. Jesus endured hostility from sinners
during His earthly life, but He was victorious and then was seated at the
right hand of God (Heb. 12:2, 3). Jesus also is “separate from sinners”
in that He was perfectly sinless (Heb. 4:15).

Jesus was “exalted . . . above the heavens” (ESV). It means that Jesus
has been exalted above everything there is and, therefore, He is one
with God. In the Psalms, God is the One who is “exalted above the
heavens” (Ps. 57:5, 11; Ps. 108:5).

Jesus was fully human, but He was not a sinful human being, as we
are (Heb. 2:14—16, Heb. 4:15). Jesus is perfect, not simply because He
never sinned but because He was not corrupted by sin as we are.

Yet, because He also was fully human, He also is our Example. He
shows us how to run the race of life (Heb. 12:1-4). He is the example
that we must follow (7 Pet. 2:21-23). Because He is “holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners” (Heb. 7:26, ESV), He is our Savior,
and we, too, can reflect His character.

Though Jesus was a human being, like us, He never sinned. How
do we wrap our minds around this amazing thought? Think
about just how holy He must be! Why, then, should the promise
of His holiness being credited to us by faith help assure us of
salvation?
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Further Thought: “Christ is watching. He knows all about our burdens,
our dangers, and our difficulties; and He fills His mouth with arguments in
our behalf. He fits His intercessions to the needs of each soul, as He did in
the case of Peter. . . . Our Advocate fills His mouth with arguments to teach
His tried, tempted ones to brace against Satan’s temptations. He interprets
every movement of the enemy. He orders events.”—Ellen G. White, The
SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 931 (letter 90, 1906).

“It was Satan’s purpose to bring about an eternal separation between
God and man; but in Christ we become more closely united to God
than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the Saviour has bound
Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. . . . This is the
pledge that God will fulfill His word. ‘Unto us a child is born, unto us
a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder.” God
has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried
the same into the highest heaven. It is the ‘Son of man’ who shares
the throne of the universe. It is the ‘Son of man’ whose name shall be
called, “Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. The I AM is the Daysman between
God and humanity, laying His hand upon both. He who is ‘holy, harm-
less, undefiled, separate from sinners,” is not ashamed to call us breth-
ren. Hebrews 7:26; 2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family
of heaven are bound together. Christ glorified is our brother. Heaven
is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of
Infinite Love.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 25, 26.

Discussion Questions:

© The first quotation above says, “He [Jesus] fills His mouth with
arguments in our behalf.” What does that promise mean to you?
Think about what this teaches us about God’s love for us. Why is
this idea so encouraging? Why do we need someone arguing in our
behalf?

@ The second quotation above says that “in Christ we become
more closely united to God than if we had never fallen.” What
does that mean? How can we experience that closeness, and what
comfort can you draw from that experience? In class, describe
what this closeness means and what it is like to experience it. How
do His “arguments in our behalf” help us have this experience?
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Brave Missionary
By Daisy JunG

I always was a coward.

When I first moved into an academy dormitory in South Korea, I had to
listen to Christian music to fall asleep at night. When some unkind students
robbed me of 10,000 South Korean won (about US$10) in the bathroom
at the train station, I was scared to enter the train station’s bathroom again.

My fears peaked when I served for a year as a student missionary in the
rural Philippines. Young men who were curious about me—a young foreign
woman—gathered around my candlelit house at night, whistling and some-
times peering into the windows. I began to suffer insomnia and could fall
asleep only at dawn after listening to Christian music and reading the Bible.

My anxiety followed me to southern Asia, where I now live with my hus-
band and two sons. Many times my husband watched me carefully check my
surroundings on buses or trains before closing my eyes to sleep.

“Daisy,” he said, “I’'m really curious how a person as scared as you ever
signed up to be a missionary.”

It was true. I was a coward missionary. I preferred to stay in safe places.

But something changed my mind. One day, my sons and I were discussing
war over a meal. I told the boys that many wars were going on around the
world, and seven-year-old Saint, who has many fears like his mother, asked
with interest, “Mom, then we can’t go to places like that as missionaries, right?”

“Yes, we can’t go to dangerous places,” I said.

“Then does that mean that people there don’t know Jesus?”” Saint asked.

“Yes, many people are dying without knowing Jesus.”

Saint said firmly, “Mom, then let’s go to those places. Let’s go there and
be missionaries.”

How could I object to such conviction? “Let’s do that someday,” I agreed.

Deep down in my heart, however, I had many questions. I wondered: /'m
here as a missionary, but am I too worried about myself? I say I believe in
God, but do I trust Him only when I feel that my own safety is secure?

My daily prayers have changed since that conversation with my sons.
Now I pray, “God, please give me a mighty faith. Give me a heart and a faith
to love people, to go near them, and to take care of them that is bigger than
my fears about my safety.”

This mission story illustrates Mission Objective Number 1
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strate-
gic plan: “To revive the concept of worldwide mission and
sacrifice for mission as a way of life involving not only
pastors but every church member, young and old, in the
Jjoy of witnessing for Christ and making disciples.” Learn
more at IWillGo2020.0rg.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.



TEACHERS COMMENTS

Part I: Overview

Key Texts: Heb. 5:1-10; Gen. 14:18-20; 1 Pet. 2:9; Heb. 7:1-3;
Heb. 7:11-16, 22, 26.

Lesson Themes: Sin separated us from God. Christ, however, came to
bridge that gulf. In order to do that, He became our High Priest. His role
has similarities to human priests—but also differences. He is called a
priest “according to the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 5:6, NRSV). What
that actually means is that Christ is “resembling Melchizedek™” (Heb.
7:15, NRSV). This king and priest, Melchizedek, was a contemporary
of Abram. When a coalition of kings attacked Sodom and Gomorrah,
they not only conquered it but also took Lot, the nephew of Abram, cap-
tive. In response, Abram launched a counterattack and rescued Lot and
the other captured citizens of those cities, together with the plundered
goods. After they returned from battle, Melchizedek, king and priest
of Salem, blessed Abram, and in return, Abram gave Melchizedek one
tenth of all the battle spoil (Genesis 14). This Melchizedek was neither
Christ incarnate nor a heavenly being. He was just a human king and
priest, a useful paradigm for Paul to use. Melchizedek, as a type of
Christ, fits into Paul’s argument. Although not belonging to the tribe of
Levi—the priestly tribe in ancient Israel—Christ became an effective
and superior priest because His priesthood was according to the order of
Melchizedek, the king-priest of Salem. Note that Melchizedek received
the tithe from Abraham, which makes his priesthood prior to and supe-
rior to that of that of Levi. Thus, the priesthood of Melchizedek fittingly
typifies Christ’s royal priesthood.

Part II: Commentary

80

High-Priestly Qualifications: Hebrews 5:1—4 begins with a general catalog
of high-priestly qualifications. “Every high priest chosen from among
mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the igno-
rant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because
of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the
people. And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only
when called by God, just as Aaron was” (Heb. 5:1—4, NRSV).

In all, 12 qualities of a high priest are listed in Hebrews 5:1-4.
First, the job description: every high priest is (1) “chosen from among
mortals,” (2) selected “on their behalf,” (3) is “in charge of things per-
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taining to God,” and (4) is appointed “to offer gifts and sacrifices” (5)
“for sins.” Next come the personal dispositions: (6) “He is able to deal
gently with the ignorant and wayward” and (7) is “subject to weakness.”
Furthermore, (8) “he must offer sacrifice for his own sins,” (9) “as well
as for those of the people.” Finally, the issue of vocation: (10) “one does
not presume to take this honor,” (11) “but takes it only when called by
God,” (12) “just as Aaron was” called.

Four characteristics for the high priest stand out. These are: soli-
darity with humans (qualities 1-3); ability to moderate his emotion
(quality 6); being subject to weakness (quality 7); and, finally, the
priest’s calling (quality 12). We will deal with each one of these four
outstanding characteristics before turning our attention to Christ’s
qualifications for this job.

First, the high priest is chosen from among his own people. He was
supposed to be an Israelite (Exod. 29:9, 44; Num. 18:1-7) from the
tribe of Levi. Aaron was appointed first as high priest by God Himself
(Exod. 28:1). When certain individuals, such as Korah and his com-
pany, presumed to appoint themselves or others to the position of high
priest, God had to destroy them (Num. 16:15—40). The priesthood and
its prerogatives were not a trifling matter, as King Uzziah experienced
via a leprous outbreak on his own body when he forced his way into the
temple to make an offering on the altar of incense (2 Chron. 26:16-21).
Interestingly, during the Second Temple period, or intertestamental
period, at the end of the Hasmonean kingdom, Salome Alexandra took
the throne as queen (76—67 B.C.), but not the priesthood. Because of her
gender, she could not be high priest. So, she appointed her eldest son,
Hyrcanus I, to the position. His younger brother Aristobolus II did not
accept the appointment of his brother and rivaled him for the office.

So, we see that the earthly high priest was always a male, chosen
from his own people. He also needed to show solidarity with his own
people. Thus, as we said, he was an Israelite, a descendant of Aaron,
from the tribe of Levi. His job was to represent other humans before
God and offer gifts and sacrifices on his own behalf and on theirs. The
topic of Christ’s solidarity with us humans surfaces in Hebrews 2:17,
18, resurfaces in Hebrews 4:14—16, and will be developed further in
Hebrews 5.

Second, the high priest, as Hebrews describes him, is a person who
is able to moderate, meaning restrain, his own emotion with those who
are ignorant and go astray. “He is able to deal gently with the ignorant
and wayward” (Heb. 5:2, NRSV). The ideal high priest was a person not
too harsh but also not indifferent to sin. The earthly high priest shared in
the general responsibilities during the cultic year (Exod. 29:38—46); but
he alone offered the sacrifices on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:1-25)
and carried the Urim and the Thummim (Exod. 28:30). He needed to do
all of these things with emotional self-control.
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Third, while at least sometimes the high priest must have been frus-
trated with the sins committed by his people (just think of the high priest
Eli when he wrongly accused Hannah of being drunk [1 Sam. 1:13, 14]),
he was himself subject to weakness. Hebrews 5:2 literally says the high
priest was “clothed,” “wore,” or was “surrounded” with weakness under-
neath his elaborate outer garb (Exodus 28). This distinction is important
because his weakness enabled him to deal gently with the wrongdoers.
As a high priest, he showed solidarity with his people, restrained his
emotions when frustrated, and also was aware that he was subject to sin.
This made him an approachable person.

Fourth, the office of the high priest was not one for which a person
could enlist or run. The first appointee, Aaron, was chosen by God,
and no one was permitted to confer this honor upon himself. A person
accepted it only when summoned by God.

In summary, a high priest showed solidarity with his people, con-
trolled his emotions, was aware of his weakness, and took the office only
when summoned by God.

Thought Question: When the church applies corrective discipline to an
erring person, why is it important to show solidarity, have emotional self-
control, and be aware of one’s own weakness?

Christ’s Qualifications: With Hebrews 5:5, 6, Paul turns the discussion
to Jesus. Paul considers Jesus in the context of two of the qualifications of
high priest, delineated in the previous section, namely, His divine appoint-
ment and His solidarity with humans.

First, Christ as High Priest did not take the honor upon Himself,
but, rather, God appointed Him to the position. How does Paul make
that point? By welding two psalms together. Both already have been
used in Hebrews, in Hebrews 1:5 and Hebrews 1:14, at the beginning
and end of a string of quotations in Hebrews 1:5-14. The first quota-
tion is from Psalm 2:7. Psalm 2 is the Messianic psalm that talks about
the appointment of Christ as the prophesied Son of David. The second
quote comes from Psalm 110:4 and shows that Christ is called to be a
Priest by God. His priestly accomplishments already were alluded to in
Hebrews 1:3: “When he had made purification for sins, he sat down”
(NRSV). Here Paul combines the Sonship motif, with the high-priestly
motif of Christ. Christ is the appointed Son of God and the perfect High
Priest for humans, “according to the order of Melchizedek™ (Heb. 5:6,
NRSV), or as Hebrews 7:15 states, “resembling Melchizedek” (NRSV).
Like Melchizedek, Christ is King and Priest. Compared to human
Levitical high priests, Christ is better than they are in that He is able
to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward. Likewise, He is able to
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“sympathize with our weaknesses” (Heb. 4:15, NRSV) and “to help those
who are being tested” (Heb. 2:18, NRSV). He is “able to save completely”
(Heb. 7:25, NIV) and can perfect “forever those who are being made holy”
(Heb. 10:14, NIV).

The second qualification of Christ, namely, showing solidarity with
humans, is made obvious by His suffering, His learning obedience, and His
becoming perfect (Heb. 5:7-10).

Thought Question: Read Hebrews 7:23—-25. Why was it necessary to have a
better High Priest than those from the tribe of Levi?

Part I11: Life Application

Thus far, Paul describes Jesus as superior to the angels in His capacity as the
enthroned Son of God (Hebrews 1). Yet, for a time, Jesus is made lower than
the angels, as One who, through His death, destroyed Satan’s power of death
(Hebrews 2). Jesus also is described as the One unable to provide rest for the
Exodus generation because of their unbelief (Hebrews 3), but able to offer
rest for the post-Messianic people of God (Hebrews 4). Jesus also is a Priest
who is similar, yet very different from, the priests of the Levitical priesthood
(Hebrews 5). In light of this information, what is the next step to which Paul
wants to lead his audience?

Paul wants his readers to advance in their understanding of Christ’s
high-priestly ministry by seeing His resemblance as their High Priest to
Melchizedek. However, there are some obstacles. The obstacles include the
readers’ being lazy in hearing the Word; needing milk as immature Christians,
rather than solid food; and being unskilled in the Word of righteousness
(Heb. 5:11-14). Although Paul speaks in very strong terms, he balances his
exhortative reproach with a positive statement about their spiritual condition
by saying: “Even though we speak in this way, beloved, we are confident of
better things in your case, things that belong to salvation” (Heb. 6:9, NRSV).

Thought Questions:

1. Is there ever a place in our personal spiritual journey when we need
to be accountable to a third party, besides God, for our progress or
regress? Discuss.
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2. Is there a place for a spiritual authority to hold us corporately
accountable, just as Paul holds his audience accountable? Why,
or why not?

3. Is there such a thing as a static Christian, or is that status a con-
tradiction in terms? Explain.
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